Low QaulityConspiracy Theorists
Conspiracy theories usually involve a secret plot by a small group of people to do something bad. The internet is spreading conspiracy theories such as: “the world is flat”, “the government secretly communicates with aliens”, “global warming is a hoax” and “vaccines are dangerous”. Some of these seem silly: but when people fall for them they can make poor choices: for example, failing to get their children vaccinated against preventable diseases (that kill them).


Non-Government Propaganda
The internet (e.g. sites like YouTube) are full of people with particular political views and agendas that try their best to convince other people to join their cause.
These people will often use misinformation, fake news, manipulated statistics, and emotionally manipulative language to try to gain followers and create a political influence.


Politicians & Government Propaganda
In the past governments have used ‘propaganda’ to try to manipulate people’s choices and behaviour. During a major war, for example, both "the good guys” and “the bad guys” will use emotionally manipulative messages in order to get people to fight, and die, for a particular political cause. Many people perceive (rightly or wrongly) politicians to be generally untrustworthy and motivated by their own self-interest.


Paranormal Frauds
People who claim to have magical or supernatural powers such as mind-reading, fortune-telling, the ability to speak to the dead (mediums) or the ability to heal people who are ill without using conventional medicine. These people make money by preying on the desperate: sometimes exploiting them for huge sums of money


Poor Quality News Websites
Some websites only care about getting visitors and clicks: this is because they make money from advertising.
These websites don’t care about being objective, fair or balanced: they want exciting headlines, emotive stories, and love to create fear, anger, division and mistrust.





[bookmark: _GoBack]Ourselves
Perhaps the greatest threat to be objective and unbiased in our pursuit of the truth and of clear and reliable knowledge is ourselves. We each have emotional vulnerabilities: we like some ideas and dislike others, we cling to beliefs that make us feel good and push unpleasant truths away. There’s a risk that we end up engaging in self-deception and fail to remain impartial in our pursuit of the truth. There’s a danger that we, ourselves, end up spreading misinformation!


Dangerous Cult Leaders
A ‘cult’ is a dangerous and manipulative new religious movement: usually based around worshipping a particular human being who claims to have a special connection to God (or some other supernatural being) or who claims to have miraculous powers.
Cults use a variety of psychological tricks to get people to join and to stop them leaving. They often promise to give people a sense of meaning/purpose in life or to save them from death.


Alternative Medicine
Alternative medicines are products, sold for money, that claim to treat/cure illnesses despite having no scientific evidence. Often such medicines claim to be “natural” and “ancient” or use fake-scientific language (pseudoscience) to make themselves seem legitimate when they are not. If they are real medicines: why can’t they be proven to work scientifically?
Examples include: crystal healing, psychic healing, homeopathy or selling “special herbal remedies”.


Advertisements
Even though there are laws to prevent “false advertising”: advertisements have little commitment to objective truth – they are aiming to manipulate the behaviours of those viewing them in order to make money. Companies pay psychologists to help them create the most powerful, manipulative, and emotionally persuasive adverts. 


Social Media
The internet gives everyone the power to share information: whether or not that information is true or false, reliable or unreliable, fair or unfair, balanced and impartial or biased and motivated by a hidden agenda.
Fake-news can cause massive problems: in the 2020 global pandemic many people died because fake news led them to believe that the virus was a hoax or not a big deal.



